For a surface S the mapping class group Mod(S) is defined to be the group of orientation-preserving homeomorphisms from S to itself, modulo the subgroup of homeomorphisms that are homotopic to the identity. In this text mapping class groups are studied using curves on the surface and vice versa. Also the mapping class groups of some easy surfaces are computed. A proof is given that the subgroup of the mapping class group of a g-fold torus with n marked points, preserving the marked points pointwise, is generated by finitely many Dehn twists. An explicit set of generators for Mod(S_g), the Lickorish generators, is derived. Finally it is shown that two graphs associated to curves on a surface, the curve complex and the pants graph, are connected for most surfaces.
